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Some  time  in  January  last  an  advertisement  ap- 
peared in  a  Selma  (Ala.)  paper,  headed,  "One 
million  of  dollars  wanted  to  nave  peace  by  the  1st 
of  March."  The  advertiser  proposed  for  the  sum 
named  to  cause  the  lives  of  Abraham  Lincoln, 
Wm.  H.  Seward  and  Andrew  Johnson  to  be  taken 
by  the  1st  of  March  then  ensuing,  and  offered  him- 
self to  Contribute  $10,000  towards  this  purpose. 
The  person  who  inserted  the  advertisement  is  a 
lawyer  of  Selma  named  Gale.  He  has  been  ar- 
rested and  is  now  in  custody  in  Washington.  Ho 
is  described  as  "a  tall,  raw-boned  individual; 
coarse  features,  well  bronzed  with  the  Southern 
climate ;  he  is  dressed  in  light  gray  pants,  butter- 
nut-colored coat,  over  which  is  a  linen  garmont, 
and  wearfl  a  well-battered  black  stove-pipe  hat. 
Gale  appears  to  be  about  45  years  of  age,  and  his 
gray  hawk-like  eyes,  with  strongly-marked  crow- 
feet in  their  corners,  give  him  the  appearance 
of  a  shrewd,  cold-blooded  rascal." 
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The  Wouxd-be  assassinator  of  the  Presi- 
dent. A  lew  days  since  tlie  case  of  "Col."  G.  W. 
Gayle  came  up  before  the  United  States  District 
Courts  in  session  at  Montgomery,  Ala.,  Judge  Bus- 
teed  presiding.  Gayle,  it  will  be  remembered,  adver- 
tised something  like  a  year  and  a  halt  ago  in  a  Selma 
(Ala.)  paper  for  a  one  million  dollar  fund  to  aid  in 
the  assassination  of  President  Uacoln,  ho  himself 
offering  to  contribute  onSTfunarea"  "thousand  dollars 
of  the  amount.  A  lew  months  since  he  was  arrested 
and  taken  to  Washington.  He  was,  however,  sent 
back  to  Alabama  by  the  President,  and  now  stands  a 
'  y  good  ehance  of  escaping  scot  free,  as  will  be  seen  by 

y  the  following  from  the  Montgomery  Mail: 

'      i.  George  W.  Gayle  oi  Dallas,  appeared   belore   the 

United  States  District  Court  yesterday,  in  accord- 
*  f  ance  with  the  conditions  of  his  recognizance,  to  an- 

.*     j;  1  ewer  an  indictment  at  the  suit  of  the  United  States, 

£  for  conspiracy.     No  grand  jury,   however,  having 

been  organized  at  this  term  of  the  Court,  no  indict- 
ment was  found  against  him ;  he  therefore  entered 
into  a  new  recognizance  to  appear  at  the  future  terms 
of  the  Court  until  his  case  is  disposed  of.  Ex-Gov- 
ernor Watts,  ex-Governor  Shorter,  Chief- J  ustice 
Walker,  Judge  E.  W.  Pettus,  Judge  Porter  King, 
Judge  John  Cochran,  General  James  H.  Clanton, 
General  J.  T.  Morgan,  Hon.  Alexander  White,  Hon. 
W.  P.  Chilton,  Colonel  D.  S.  Troy,  and  Gen.  J.  T. 
Holtzclaw  appeared  and  were  recognized  as  his  sure- 
ties. 

The  case  of  Mr.  Gayle  being  thus  indefinitely  post- 
poned, and  the  United  States  District  Attorney  hav- 
ing no  other  business  to  bringto  the  attention  ot  the 
Court,  His  Honor,  Judge  Busteed,  signified  his 
readiness  to  further  hear  the  argument  of  the  re- 
'  mainder  of  the  committee,  appointed  T>y  the  bar, 
aeainst  the  constitutionality  or  the  act  of  Congress 
requiring  attorneys  practicing  before  that  Court  to 
subscribe  to  a  certain  oath. 

When  the  leading  men  in  the  State  such  as  Watts, 
who  was  Governor  at  the  collapse,  Judge  King  and 
Generals  Morgan  and  Holtzclaw  stand  by  a  villain 
who  instigated  the  assassination  of  the  beloved  head 
of  the  nation,  it  certainly  does  not  look  as  if  there 
was  any  repentance  or  change  of  feeling,  in  Alabama 
at  least. 
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The  case  of  George  W.  ttale,  who  proposed  to  raiae 
$1,000,000  to  pay  for  the  assassination  of  Lincoln  and 
S«  uard  and  published  a  cai d  to  that  eifect  in  the  8elma 
Dispatch,  came  up  at  Montgomery,  Ala.,  4th  in»t.  He 
plead  not  euilty,  and  wae  allowed  to  give  bail  in  $15,000. 
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THE  DOOM  OF  CAHABA. 


THE     ONCE     GAY     CAPITAL     OF     ALA- 
II  AM  A    WIPED    OFli'    THB    MAP. 
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Special  to  The  Republic. 

Birmingham,  Ala.,  Feb.  8,-Perhapa  the 
Irony  and  the  pathos  of  fate  were  never 
jnore  strikingly  exemplified  than  in  a 
Sheriff's  sale  at  Selma  hist  Monday. 

The   town  site  of  Cahaba,   once  the  capi- 
tal of  the  State  and  the  center  of  an  opu- 
lent  slaveholdlng   aristocracy,    was   sold    to 
satisfy  taxes.    The  buyer  was  Henry  Free- 
I  man,  an  ex-slave,  and  he  paid  $560.    On  the 
j  purchase  are  a  dozen  houses,   two  or  three 
i  brick   stores   among  the  number,   but   these 
I  will   be  torn  down  and   the  town    tots   will 
I  be   turned   Into   a   cotton   farm   or   "•patch," 
I  as    It    would    have    been    contemptuously 
styled  in  antebellum  times. 

II.  ji  u  i  II  til  Home*. 
Situated  at  the  confluence  of  the  Cahaba 
and  Alabama  rivers,  Cahaba  once  ranked 
among  the  important  inland  towns  of  the 
South.  In  the  midst  of  the  famous  "black 
belt"  here  the  planters,  whose  thousands 
of  fertile  acres  stretched  for  miles  on  either 
aide  of  the  broad  and  beautiful  Alabama, 
built  their  homes  in  the  architecture  of  the 
South  of  that  day,  with  broad  verandas 
and  wide  halls  and  many  windows.  The 
grounds  about  each  were  extensive,  as 
they  must  have  been  to  afford  room  for 
the  quarters  of  the  numerous  servants,  the 
stables  and  other  outbuildings.  The  cape 
Jasmine  and  the  myrtle  grew  into  trees 
in  the  gardens.  The  mock  orange  and  the 
Cherokee  rose  fringed  the  streets  and  made 
fences  of  little  use. 

Palaces  There  Were. 
Some  of  the  wealthier  reared  piles  of 
brick  after  the  fashion  of  the  villas  of  old 
England,  and  a  few  others  yet  whose  in- 
comes were  princely  dwelt  in  veritable 
palaces  of  stone  and  marble,  In  the  midst 
of  parks,  with  winding  drives  bordered  by 
semitroplcal  flowers,  wet  with  the  spray 
of  flashing  fountains.  Here  lived  the  proud- 
est families  in  the  State,  famous  in  the 
history  of  that  day  and  some  of  whom  are 
yet  powerful  in  the  affairs  of  the  new  era 
-the  Morgans,  Cralgs,  the  Pettuses.  the 
Dawsons  and  others  of  greater  or  less  ce- 
lebrity. William  L.  Yancey's  home  was  in 
Lowndes  County,  just  across  the  river,  and 
his  was  a  familiar  figure  on  the  streets  of 
the  town. 

Dnronlal  Hottpltnllty. 
During  the  sessions  of  the  Legislature 
every  citizen  kept  open  house.  The  law- 
makers cama  with  retinues  of  servants 
and  were  welcomed  with  baronial  hospital- 
ity. Beauties  of  Dixie  flocked  thither  to 
dance  upon  the  waxened  floors  and  gal- 
lants In  all  their  bravery  to  pay  court. 
There  were  State  balls  and  dinners  and 
weddings  and  duels  galore.  It  might  be 
said  that  lawmaking  was  an  Incident  to 
the  merry-making. 

When  the  capital  was  removed  to  Tusca- 
loosa Cahaba  lost  prestige  at  first,  but  If 
she  was  no  longer  the  political  Mucca,  she. 
became  still  more  the  nucleus  of  wealfh 
and  culture.  Her  trade  was  of  no  inconr 
stderabla  volume.  While  the.  lordly  plant- 
ers disdained  to  ship  their  cotton  to  others 
than  the  "factors"  of  Mobile,  who  in 
turn  furnished  all  their  yearly  supplies,  the 
fifty  and  one  hundred  bale  men,  thrifty 
farmers  of  the  middle  class,  bought  and 
solO  in  Cahaba.  A  fleet  of  palatial  steam- 
ers, second  only  in  appointment.  If  at  all, 
to  those  of  the  Mississippi,  piled  the  Ala- 
bama, and  the  hoarse  whistle/  of  a  descend- 
ing boat  scarcely  died  away  before  the 
bluffs  around  the  bend  echoed  the  meas- 
ured puffs  of  an  upward-bound  craft. 


Durluic    (he    Wur. 

Such  was  Cahaba  when  the  Confederacy 
was  born  at  Montgqpery,  a  hundred  and 
odd  miles  up  the  river.  T'hough  far  removed 
from  the  scenes  of  conflict,  the  shadow  fell 
upon  her,  too.  Her  men  went  to  the  front 
and  by  and  by  her  women  wore  black  and 
were  red-eyed  as  they  stood  over  the  hand- 
maidens as  they  wove  the  homespun  or 
platted  the  palmetto  and  straw. 

The  southernmost  prison  of  the  Confed- 
eracy was  established  here,  a  tall,  grim 
stockade,  upon  a  high  bluff,  overlooking 
the  river.  Its  inmates,  always  a  goodly 
number,  did  not  have  to  endure  the  priva- 
tions of  their  comrades  at  Andersonvllle, 
but  many  a  boy  In  blue  died  before  his  ex-  | 
change  came.  The  battle  of  Selma,  10  miles 
away,  was  the  nearest  that  actual  war 
came;  a  raid  by  a  portion  of  Wilson's  Cav- 
alry and  the  visit  of  a  fleet  of  transports 
after  the  fall  of  Mobile  were  the  only  occa- 
sions when  the  enemy  In  arms  was  pres- 
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A    Reward    for   Llncoln'tt    Head. 

the  same,  Cahaba  figured  in  a  minor" 
way  in  the  culminating  tragedy  of  the  war, 
the  assassination  of  Lincoln.  A  year  be- 
fore Dr.  Gayle,  an  eccentric  individual, 
had  posted  placards  in  all  that  country, 
offering  $1,000  reward  "for  the  head  of  one 
Abe  Lincoln."  Immediately  after  the  as- 
sassination    he     was     arrested     and     incar- 

j  cerated  In  Fort  Warren.  The  scaffold  or 
Dry  Tortugas  seemed  Inevitable;  but  his 
wife,  with  sublime  courage,  hastened  to 
Washington.  For  six  weeks  she  sought, 
amid  scenes  that  were  utterly  strange,  not 
to  say  terrifying,  an  audience  with  the 
President.  Then  Andy  Johnson  heard  her, 
pardoned  her  husbanq  and  she  came  home 
him.  \S 

An  Expiring  Gasp.  A>. 

e  war  over,  new  life  was  Infused  into 
Cahaba.  The  empty  shelves  of  the  stores 
were  restocked  with  fresh  and  oftentimes 
strange  goods.  The  bustling  Yankee  came 
to  buy  cotton  and  traffic  with  the  natives. 
A  daily  paper  made  its  appearance  and 
there  was  money  in  plenty  to  purchase  all 
that  was  offered  for  Sale. 

But  this  prosperity  was  but  the  precursor 
of   the  doom,  of   Cahaba.    Selma,    her  rival, 

I  had  railroads  and  tbe  river;  Cahaba,  the 
river  only.  People  began  to  move  to  the 
more  favored  place.  At  last,  by  popular 
vote,  the  county  seat  was  transferred.  A 
hegira  followed.  Many  of  the  costly  man- 
oiono  wore-  tarn  down  to  be  re-erected  in 
the  successful  city.  Others  were  lert  to 
tenantcy  of  the  bat  and  the  owl  and  the 
shiftless  freedman.  Year  by  year  the  small 
remainder  of  population  was  diminished  by 
death  and  removal,  and  now  the  blow  of 
the  auctioneer's  hammer  has  obliterated 
Cahaba  from  the  face  of  the  map.  Yet  in 
that  cemetery,  given  over  to  the  brier  and 
the  weed,  there  is  dust  that  is  dear  tc 
eVery  Alabamlan.  The  dead  town  will 
never  be  forgotten. 
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WARNING  LETTER 
SENT  TO  LINCOLN 


Missive  Contains  Threat  Against      1 

Life  Of  Civil  War  Ist- 

President.  °en; 

th< 

A    letter    threatening    "death    in    Its    th< 

most  awful  forms"  to  Abraham  Lincoln, ;  ^ 

believed  to  have  been  sent  to  the  mar-  j  Ca 

tyred  President  the  year  he  was  nomi-  j  jes 

nated    for    the    presidency,    was    made  j  tn, 

public   recently   by  Dr.  E.  W.  Edlund,  1 0f 

a  Chicago  dentist.  be' 

Dr.    Edlund   said   he   had   reason   to  I  sic 

believe   the   author   was   John   Wilkes  j  no 

I  Booth,   Lincoln's   assasrin.     The   letter  |  do 

!was  written  in  ink,  decorated  with  pen   my 

sketches  and  was  headed  "Behold  your  cot 

death  warrant!"  |  Da* 

"We,   considering    your   principles    to  an< 

be   at   enmity   to   our    dearest   rights,"  (Foi 

the  letter  said,  "condescend  to  address ,  ser 

you  in  polite  and  gentlemanly  language,  j  th( 

although  Abe,  'tis  unworthy  of  the  no-  I  rec 

tice  of  your  humble  enemies.  I  *  ' 

|     "Nevertheless,  we  feel  It  our  duty  to  J  ble 

!  give   you   fair   warning  of    the    cloud  i  j01 

which,  hanging  over  you,  charged  with  I t0 

;  death  in  its  most  awful  forms,  is  ready  ■  e 

in  the  event  of  your  election,  to  break 

over  you  and  to  utterly  annihilate  you 

and  your  damnable,  hellish  set  of  hell-  j 

hounds.  I     \ 

"Know  therefore,  Old  Abe,  that  a  |  Y 
secret  brotherhood  exicts  in  the  glori-  !  agj 
ous  South,  numbering  upward  of  20,000  102 
full-armed  men  sworn  by  all  they  hold  J  thl 
dear  in  this  world  and  their  hopes  of  i  j 
the  next  to  ssnd  your  black  spirit  en-  j  Pe; 
veloped  in  all  its  clouds  of  wickedness '  He 
to  its  proper  abode,  where'  in  close  uni-  vi.v 
son  with  its  brother,  Satan,  it  may  |  i 
make  the  terrible  vaults  of  hell  more ;  Dr 
terrible  and  the  tortures  of  the  victims   Wf 

On 
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of  your  teachings  more  awful." 

Dr.  Edlund  said  he  obtained  the 
letter  from  Robert  Todd  Lincoln,  son 
of  the  President  and  once  head  of  the 
Pullman  Company.  The  dentist  was 
an  employe  of  the  Pullman  Company 
during  his  college  days.      ,„_ 

"The  letter  came  from  a  black  travel- 
ing bag  which  Abraham  Lincoln  had 
carried  about  the  time  he  became 
President,"  Dr.  Edlund  said.  "Robert 
Lincoln  had  the  bag  in  his  office,  and 
it  was  there  I  first  saw  the  letter. 

"There  was  another  letter,  contain- 
ing much  profanity  and  also  threaten- 
ing death,  but  I  do  not  know  its  pres- 
ent whereabouts." 

I  The  writing  on  a  rent  receipt  sign- 
jed  by  John  Wilkes  Booth  was  suniar  to 
that  of  the  death  letters,  Dr.'  Edlund 
I  said.  He  also  recalled  that  Booth  had 
'been  somewhat  of  an  artist,  so  might 
have  drawn  the  pictures. 

There  were  quotations  in  the  sec- 
ond letter.  Dr.  Edlund  said,  which 
Booth  might  have  taken  from  the 
Shakespearean  plays  in  which  he  acted. 


I  L.  Hubbard  Shaltuck,  head  of  the 
[Chicago  Historical  Society,  said  he  had 
inspected  the  letter  and  was  inclined 
to  believe  it  authentic.  He  said,  how- 
j  ever,  that  he  did  not  believe  Booth 
could  have  been  the  author. 


Death  Threat  Letter 
to  Lincoln  Revealed 
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BOY  SCOUTS  HONOR  LINCOLN 


■ 


Boy  Scouts  and  Sea  Scouts  of  Chicago  gathered  today 
at  the  foot  of  the  Saint-Gaudens  statue  in  Lincoln  park, 
where  they  held  their  annual  wreath-laying  ceremony  in 
observance  of  the  124th  birthday  of  the  great  emancipator. 
Left  to  right  in  front  of  statue  are:  Henry  Franty  Jr., 
Sea  Scout;  Phillip  Kaiser,  troop  886;  Stanley  Barr,  troop 
871  (laying  wreath),  and  Richard  Piatt,  bugler.     ' 

IBy  a  staff  photographer.] 


Dr.  Edlund  of  Maywood 

Makes  Public  Warning 

from  Secret  Band. 


OTHERS     ARE     NAMED. 


An  anonymous  letter  threatening 
Lincoln  with  "death  in  Its  most  aw- 
ful forms"  at  the  hands  of  a  secret 
brotherhood  of  20,000  members  was 
made  public  today  by  Dr.  E.  W.  Ed- 
lund, a  dentist,  of  101  South  5th  ave- 
nue, Maywood,  In  whose  possession 
it  has  been  since  1908. 

The  letter  never  before  has  been 
made  public,  Dr.  Edlund  said,  prob- 
ably not  even  during  Lincoln's  life. 
He  believes  the  letter  Is  authtentlc  and 
was  written  to  Lincoln  the  year  he  was 
nominated  for  president  the  first  time. 
It  was  recalled  that  when  Lincoln  went 
to  Washington  to  be  inaugurated  ho 
had  received  some  threat  against  his 
life  and  went  by  an  unexpected  route, 
disguised  in  a  Scotch  cap  In  order  toi 
be  less  conspicuous  to  possible  assas- 
sins. Dr.  Edlund  said  there  is  reason 
to  believe  that  the  letter  may  have 
been  written  by  John  Wilkes  Booth, 
Lincoln's  assassin. 

Decorated  with  Sketches. 

The  letter,  written  in  a  flowing 
hand,  Is  decorated  with  thumbnail 
pen  sketches,  and  is  headed:  "Be- 
hold your  death  warrant."  A  word 
is  apparently  omitted  from  a  phrasa 
near  tha  end:  "Whose  .  .  .  are,  as  it 
were,  a  span  long." 

The  letter,  dated  '^Virginia,  Nov. 
5th,"  and  addressed  to  "Abram  Lin- 
coln," follows: 

"We  considering  your  principles  to 
be  at  enmity  to,  our  dearest  rights, 
condescend  to  address  you  in  polite 
and  gentlemanly  language,  although 
a  beast  is  unworthy  of  the  notice  of 
your  humble  enemies.  Nevertheless 
we  feel  it  our  duty  to  give  you  fais 
warning,  of  the  cloud  which,  hanging 
over  you,  charged  with  death  In  its 
most  awful  forms,  is  ready  in  tha 
event  of  your  election,  to  break  over 
you  and  to  utterly  annihilate  you 
and  your  damnable,  hellish,  set  of 
hellhounds.  Know  therefore,  Old 
Abe,  that  a  secret  brotherhood  exists 
in  the  glorious  south,  numbering  up- 
wards of  twenty  thousand  full  armed 
men,  sworn  by  all  they  hold  dear  in 
this  world  and  their  hopes  of  tha 
next,  to  send  your  black  spirit  en- 


veloped  in  all  its  clouds  of  wicked- 
ness to  Its  proper  abode,  where  in 
close  .unison  with  its  brother,  Satan, 
it  may  make  the  terrible  vaults  of 
hell  more  terrible  and  the  tortures  of 
the  victims  of  your  teachings  more 
awful.  Now  beware!  Take  not  any, 
rash  steps  lest  your  fall  may  be  sure 
and  your  doom  more  certain.  >Your 
bosom  friends  in  your  hellish  prac- 
tices, Seward,  Sumner,  Wilson,  Bur- 
lingame,  Giddings,  etc.,  are,  we  tell 
you,  all  spotted  men,  whose  days  are 
numbered  and  whose  are  as  it  were, 
a  span  long." 

Signature  in  Code. 

Experts  thus  far  have  been  unable 

to  decode  the  signature,  a  mysterious 

combination  of  characters,  possibly  the 

(Continued  on  Fourth  Page.). 
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DEATH  THREAT 
TO  LINCOLN  IS 
MADE  PUBLIC 


Letter  Was  Received 

On  Eve  Of  First 

Inauguration 


Chicago,  Feb.  13— (AP)— A  letter 
threatening  "death  In  Its  most  awful 
form"  to  Abraham  Lincoln,  believed 
to  have  been  sent  to  the  martyred 
President  the  year  he  was  nominat- 
ed for  the  presidency  was  made  pub- 
lic today  by  Dr.  E.  W.  Edlund,  a 
Chicago  dentist. 

Dr.  Edlund  said  he  had  reason  to 
believe  the  author  of  the  death 
threat  was  John  Wilkes  Booth,  Lin- 
coln's assassin.  The  letter  was  writ-  j 
ten  In  ink,  decorated  with  pen 
sketches,  and  was  headed  "Behold 
your  death  warrant!" 

The  letter  never  before  has  been 
made  public.  Dr.  Edlund  recalled  that 
Lincoln  made  the  Journey  to  Wash- 
ington for  his  Inauguration  In  dls- 
guls*  as  If  to  escape  possible  as- 
sassins.    .  *■ 

"l     ,/ Xetter  Quoted 

"W«s,.  cj^gldering  your  principles  to 
to  our  dearest  rights," 


Id,   "condescend    to   ad- 

pollte  and  gentlemanly 
though  a  beat  Is  un- 
e  notice  of  your  humble 


be  at 
the  let 
dress  y 
language,"1 
worthy  of 
enemies.  -' 
.  "Neyerthelesa.-'t.w*  feel  US' ©ur  duty 
to  give  you  f*$r  warning  of  Mftji  cloud 
which,  ahanging'  cry^r  yotff  ifc/iarged 
with  death'  In 'Its  »*Wt 'l^k/H  Informs, 
is  ready*  in  ^he  event  otW&hr  ejec- 
tion, to  break  over  Jou  an d/tf*  utterly 
annihilate  you  'end'  your  /damnable, 
hellish,;  set  of  helll(iounajy._  > 

"Know  therefore,  old  Abe/  that  a 
secret  brotherhood  exists  In  the  glor- 
ious South,  numbering  upwards  of  30 
thousand  full  armed  men  sworn  by 
all  they  hold  dear  In  this  world  and 
their  hopes  of  the  next,  to  send  your 
black  spirit  enveloped'  In  all  its 
clouds  of  wickedness  to  its  proper 
abode,  where  in  close  unison  with  Its 
brother  Satan,  it  may  make  the  ter- 
rible vaults  of  hell  more  terrible  and 
the  tortures  of  the  victims  of  your 
teachings  more- awful." 

Obtained   From   Son 

Dr.  Edlunxt  said  !he  obtained  the 
letter  from  Jtobert  t"odd  Lincoln,  son( 
of  the  •SJMSJdent  and  once  bead  of 
the  PuHmaj*£co.  Edlund  was  an  em- 
ploye of  trflk  Pullman  oompany  dur- 
ing  his   college    days. 

"The  letter  came  from  a  black 
travelling  bag  which  Abraham  'Lin- 
coln had  carried  about  the  time  he 
became  President,"  Dr.  Edlund-  said. 
"Robert  Lincoln  had  the  bag  in  his 
office,  an'd  it  was  there  I  first  saw 
the   lettefr. 


"There  was  another  letter,  con- 
taining much  profanity  and  also 
threatening  death,  but  I  do  not  know 
Its  present  whereabouts'," 

"The  writing  on  a  rent  receipt 
signed  by  John  Wrlkes  Booth  was 
similar  to  that  of  the  death  letters, 
Edlund  said.  He  also  recalled  that 
Booth  had '  been  somewhat  of  an 
artist,  so  might  have  drawn  the  pic- 
tures. 

There  ■nere  quotations  in  the  sec- 
ond letter,  Dr.  Edlund  said,  which 
Booth  rnlght  have  taken  from  the 
Shakespearean  plays  In  which  he  act- 
ed. 

L.  Husbard  Shaftuck.  head  of  the 
Chicago  Historical'  Society,  said  he 
had  Inspected  the  letter  and  was  In- 
clined 10  believe  It  authentic.  He 
said,  however,  that  he  did  not  be- 
lieve Booth  could  have  been  the 
author. 

4  sa r-r— 


OFFER  OF  $1000  FOR  SCALP 
OF  'HONEST  ABE'  DISCLOSED 


Disclosing  that  $1000  was  of- 
fered '  for  Abraham  Lincoln's 
scalp  and  asserting  that  "Lin- 
coln must  be  a  knave  or  a  fool 
if  he  Nexpected  to  carry  out  the 
principles  of  his  inaugural  and 
not  bring  about  war,"  contents 
of  a  letter  written  April  30,  1861, 
were  revealed  yesterday  by 
Goodwill  Industries. 

BRANDED  DESPOT 

The  letter,  framed  under  glass,, 
carries  a  notation  that'  it  "was 
found  in  a  slave  dealer's  office 
at  Newberne,  N.C.,  in  1862  by 
Comrade  Hooper."  The  notation 
is  signed  by  Charles  H.  Burtis, 
Post  185,  G.A.R. 

Addressed  to  a  Lewis  Webb, 
from   a .JgouJJiern   sympathizer, 


the  letter  recalls  the  intense 
feeling  of  the  period  and  brands 
Lincoln  as  a  "blackhearted  des- 
pot." 

HAILS  SECESSION 

The  writer  exults  in  secession 
of  eight  States,  at  the  time  of 
writing,  and  recounts  the  ex- 
odus of  Northern  sympathizers 
from  the  community,  known  as 
Eupaula. 

Three  companies,  the  letter 
adds,  "already  are  awaiting  or- 
ders to  join  the  Southern  army." 

Goodwill  Industries,  it  was  ex- 
plained, comes  into  possession 
of  many  interesting  articles,  such 
as  this  letter,  and  many  of  these 
are  placed  on  sale  at  334  N.  Main 
St 
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$1,000  Offered  for 
Lincoln's  Scalp, 
Old  Letter  Reveals 

A  thousand  dollars  for  Lincoln's 
scalp!  Such  was  the  price  placed 
on  the  President's  head,  according 
to  a  frayed  and  faded  letter,  dated 
April  30,  1861,  addressed  to  a  Mr. 
Lewis  Webb  from  a  Southern  sym- 
pathizer, which  has  come  into  the 
possession  of  the  Goodwill  Indus- 
tries. This  interesting  letter,  framed 
between  glass,  carries  a  notation 
that  it  "was  found  in  a  slave  deal- 
er's office  at  Newberne,  N.C.,  ini 
1862  by  Comrade  Hooper."  The  no- 
tation is  signed  by  Charles  H.  Bur- 
tis,  Post  185,  G.A.R. 

The  letter  reveals  the  intense  feel- 
ing of  the  day  in  the  deep  South. 
Says  the  writer:  "Lincoln  must  be 
a  knave  or  a  fool  if  he  expected  to 
carry  out  the  principles  of  his  in- 
augural and  not  bring  about  war. 
A  few  lines  further  on  he  calls  the 
great  President  "a  black  hearted 
despot."  He  exults  in  the  secession 
of  eight  states  at  the  time  the  letter 
was  written  and  recounts  the  ex 
odus  of  Northern  sympathizers  from 
his  community  (Eupaula)  and  the 
organization  of  three  companies  al- 
ready awaiting  marching  orders  to 
join  the  Southern  army. 


